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- Water and Mexico’s
National Security

José Luws Pifieyro*
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n Mexico, like in the 1est of Latin America, the trend is 1o consider drinking water a private,

not public, good Cxperts in fresh water mention several ways to privatize it using three

basic arguments offered by gvernments, businesemen and internatianal financial agencies
like the Wordd Bank Firyt, they say thet there is o generlizod water scarcity in the world, differ-
ing, of course, from country 10 country, regiun to reyon and continent to continent. Foc example
Cannda hus much more drinkable water than Mexico, Secondly, ey say that the costs of main-
tenance, improvement. reparation and distiibution of water pipelines can anly be met with na
tional and international private capital given the restrictions of government budgets and public
finances. Third, they argue that water is wasted bocaiise consumers do not pay the real prce of
extraction and operating costs uf the "blue gold” and because & culture of water conservation is
almost non-exste.*

* Professor and msearchey of the Soclalyg Departrnt of the Autoremans Mesrapalitan Uninverssy Azcageol
nlou campus Jlipineyro@acl com
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One way ol privatizng the “blue gold® i granting public
o peivate concessions for temporary usage (renewable periods
of 10 or 30 years) 1o multinational companies like water bottlers,
real estate Lumparwes or agribusiness.

The following are different ways of
privatizing the "hlue gold” 4 One 1
grunting public o private concessions
for temporary usage (renewoble persods
of 10.ar 30 years) to mullinational com-
panies like water bitthers, real ostate
companies or agribusiness. Another Is
wranting consortia exchisve aghts to the
industrisl use of residual wates so that
only they can recycle it thus appro-
priating it. Antther Is to bulld dams
und pipelines and change the course of
rvers to supply areas with high indus
mal, uygro-industrial and urban ¢ WP
tivn. Another way is to privatice land
&nd bin reglons according 1o the needs
of companies that cunsume great vol-
umes of water, separating the ownes
ship of the land from that of the wells *
Lastly, privatization oceurs when o pu-
bt good like water ks bottled and sold;
in Mexico, the market for bettled warer
& worth 32 billiun pesos and Coca-Caols,
Pepsicoln and Nesté, in additinn to
selling soft diinks. sell bottled water*
Usually when we 1alk about strate-
gic natural resources, we think of oif,
naturad gas or minerals like on, copper
and aluminum, They ave cansidered
essentinl for civilien and military in.
dustry, cummerce and services, expe-
riments and inventions In air, land or
maritime transportstion or cybemetic
oot sications and They
are fuels that contribute to moving the
muachines and instruinents of the mil-

26

stary ane civiliin indistnal comples and
services o they sre mineals needed o
mabe alloys for scientific and 1echno-
logical experiments

Howeves, the productiviet, technical
view of modern society has been sup
plemented by unother that puts more
emphasis on the linte space of the globe
and the time limit on humanity's dev
sstation of the ecology based v an eco-
naiic model thet feeds on the human,
arural and vegesable emisonment. That
15, the new view pustulates the need to
adopt n ecolugically sel-sustalning dev
elopment model that is soclally and
poiitically inclusrve Kespect and con-
servation of our natural surmundings
and the satisfaction of basic social needs
musst be the guide and not simply eco
nomic growth that ultra concentrates
weealth and income n‘ddﬂuwubecm\
itonmen, sccvrding to one specialiss 3

The air we breathe every day, the
watar we drink and the fuod we et are
vitak: without them, no form of buman
or animal bfe is possibly, They are ne

.

resnaty far any national secuslty stror
ey In fact, soone military strategisin
andd civilian anadysts say that future wars
will ot be andy ever the ¢ontrd of fuel
and minwerals, but also for the cantrol of
dnnkang water and therefore aof regions
with shumdans water® In Mesico's pin-
ernmental und private spheres people
are alnust tutally unaware of the gravi-
ty of the growing scurcity of water, the
cunstant deforostation thae affects rain-
foll. the quality of the air we baeathe
amd the food dependemcy o the United
States evidenced in the escalating im
pects of bask graine like cor, beass and
rice.” Water, air and sufficlens qualiy
foodstuffs should be cansidered some
of the priorities in 2 Mexican nationsl
security strasegy They undoulstedly have
an impact e the guality and quantity of
sustained reproduction of buman snd
natursl resources in our nation-state
. In contrast 10 the aforementioned
unawaeness, President Fox's Natsoai-
al Development Plan for 2001-2006
points ta thieats ta national security
poverty and ineyuality, the populstion’s
vulnerabulity to natural disasters, envi-
runmental destrurtion, crime, organized
erime, licit drug teafficking and cor
ruption. The plan undeddines how in-
dispensable it is to extablish an agenda
of risks to foresee theeats that endanye:
the population’s welfare, state instit-
tions and “the sustainability of devel-
opment or onr temitory’s safery.” It is

Some military strategists and avlian anslysts
ayy that futire wers will nat be only over the control of fuel
and mnerals, but also for the contrl of drnking weter
and theiefore of trgions with abundant water, {

SoeiETy

even more precise when it inentions,
“The growing emvironuenial detenon
tiom, particulnrly deforestation, whose
eifects on the country’s water system
und bicsphese impact neatively on so
ciety, the economy and security™
Newertheless, as in other meas (the
vreation of | 2 mllion jobs a yess chosing
up pablic secunty, achieving 7-percent
soyear reanamic growth, reduring ex
reme poverty, et ), Iy Fox adminis
wration’s national development plan,
like others before It, has been mere
rhetoric than reabty, with Jemagogy pre
vailing over tangible results, Regseding
solving the grave, complex probless of
wates, Fow officials fust continue 1o say
that it will only be solved by privatiting
the entire water distributivn system,
selling it off 10 nstlonal mid intematiory
ol cupital® Businessmens mentality
cansiders na alternative 1o funing s pu-
blic gnod into 3 private one, whuse corr
suniption will depend on rach person’s
o eacls family's purchasing power They
should “pay until it hurs,” as Alberto
Cardersas Jiménez, former minister of
the environment and natural resvurres,
recently said, It will not hust him a0
all. He is u millionaire |
Obvivus alternstives would ame
linente Mexico's deteriorating national
securily. incieasing public investment
in hydraulic infrastruture to reverse
the effects of the lust 20 yeurs' lack of
iwvestinent;'! on-guing campaigis 10

Fox officials st continue to say
that the problem of water wil only be solved
by privatizing the entite water dstrution system, selling
1t off to nasional and international capaal.

prevent the waste of water, establich
ing a national netwoek of strict and hon-
est wates ingpectors; building # system
of small and medium-sized dams i
wvery city suited for i yiving soft loans
fear buibding family ciszens to catcdy rain-
water and for installing purification sys-
tems;'! channeling funding into scientif-
e and technologeal experimentation for
desolinkzing water and imeoving waste
witer beatinent, among other initlumves.
All thsis would foster what the Nagio-
rad Developmment Plan has not achicved
1t would ereate massive nunibers of jobs,
diminish public insecunty, conlribute to
economic growth, inipiove the: conser
vation urd use of water, mduce technolog-
ical dependence, limit poverty through
jobs and strengthen public bealth by
reducing illnesses artributable to the
lack of pure drinking water and pre-
venting epidemics nmong humans and
animals. Rut, to do all this and to over
came other thrests to nationsl securi
ty, what 1s required is the vocation Lo be
u stateeman and not just a leader for s

Respect and consenation of our natural
sunoundings and the satisfaction of basic sodal needs
must be the guide and nat simply economic growth
that ltra-concentrates wealth and income.

siv-year term, as has happened with this
achninistration and the three previous
ones, all of whom have been devotees ol
de nationalizing clmnge Strengthening
natonal soverelgnty starts by recoves
ing the thiee basic substances: air, water
und food. .

Wi hape that the National Devel
ment Plan of the next fedeml admi-
uistration taking office in 2006 will
make its progremmatic stasernents jibe
with the meality of society, in the gener-
ul tenor of the phiase “Facts, not wards”
(a pheuse that belongs in ULS. govern-
ment discourse) and that the upcom-
ing administration will have an onen-
tation and content that is more public
than private, that defends national pu-
blic intesests over and above private 1a-
tional interests. KM
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The North American Booldets collection is an
scademic series aimed at the public interested
In social, pulltical, econvmic, demographic and,
of course, foreign policy n;hd international
relations issues in North America. The serles
presents both well-documented timely analyses
of current issues and theorntical, specialized

reflections based on rigorous research,

ater management and use are [acing

many daily challenges and are the

subject of heated debate theongh
vt the world. However, very batle is underviood
ubout the negative implications of enviranmen
18l decision makers' holding on 1o misconcep
tions ond outdated paradigms shout the behav
ioa of the hydrological system. The dearth of
mechanisns for translating eaisting technical
and scientific knowledge into public policse
very grave, panticulardy since these public poli

s
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Understanding Mexico’s Water Crisis

Gabriela Angeles Serrano®

D L ]

cses should not anly protect the esvieoconent, bt
also be corisistent with the soctal, econamic and
cultural dynamics that are driving environmen
tal trarsformation

This cosay aims (o explore how these gen
eralized schema and miscunceptions are used
1o indicate the state of the water cniss in Mox
ico and emphasize low tie lack of artioulaton
between the technical or scierific conception ol
the praldem and its implementation could be,
Ishe in other regions, a great limitasson for man
aging water resowrces In a moee fair, balanced
way This is because there are cases i which an
ervironmental problem, like the decline and dete
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